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MONDAY 12 OCTOBER
Students resume School

FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER
Year 12 Last Day and Assembly

Year 12 Roast and Toast
 (and breakfast)

THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER

Upcoming Events

Year 11 Outdoor Ed Camp
 MON 19 OCT - WED 21 OCT

THURSDAY 22 OCTOBER
PFNA Draft Day

Year 12 Awards and Presentation Evening
TUESDAY 27 OCTOBER 2026
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As we near the finish line for term 3, I am delighted to reflect on a super busy and successful term
filled with opportunities for learning, celebration, and community connection. Our students and
staff have embraced every experience with enthusiasm, and it has been wonderful to see so
many moments of growth and excellence across the school.

This newsletter will reflect and celebrate the many wonderful experiences that our school
community enjoyed over term 3.  We have certainly packed in some excitement, with the
Melbourne PFNA tour, Clue theatre production, YoH Fest, Alcoa Prospects Program, NAIDOC week,
Murray  Bridge Pedal Prix in Adelaide, Year 12 Ball and House Athletics carnival among the many
highlights.  Please take the time to appreciate the fantastic effort that our staff and students have
put in to make the most of every opportunity, and to represent Pinjarra Senior High School with
pride and distinction.

Term 4 will bring many more opportunities to celebrate our wonderful school community. I look
forward to sharing these with you in the coming weeks. As we look ahead to Term 4, I encourage
all students to stay focused on their learning and to finish the year with determination and pride.
Thank you to all students, staff and parents and caregivers for your ongoing support and
contributions that make Pinjarra Senior High School a great place to learn, to work and to belong.
I wish everyone a safe and restful school holiday break.

2027 YEAR 7 ENROLMENTS NOW DUE
 

Families are reminded that Year 7 enrolments for
2027 are now DUE.

 To ensure your child can participate in our
Orientation and Transition Days, they must be

fully enrolled at the school. 
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Now this is more like it, students preparing staff a meal! There’ve got to be some perks to working
in a high school with students studying Hospitality, and the Arancini Balls these students served
did not disappoint! True to form Term 3 has been full of great events, and the first one I had the
pleasure of being involved in was taking our Year 11 ATAR Geography students to Sandalford
Winery in the Swan Valley! Alas, no wine tasting could be had on a school excursion but we had
fun and learnt a lot!
Another great opportunity I had to build on relationships with students came more recently whilst
driving some of our Aboriginal students to Murdoch University for a “Deadly Dreaming” program,
aimed at encouraging them into tertiary studies. Some of the activities at Murdoch included
visiting the Vet school and using clay in a facial reconstruction forensic science activity, which
was entertaining, and enabled some unexpected students to shine!

This term I’ve enjoyed a number of opportunities to work with our Year 10 cohort, first of all
assisting with the School Health Expo and then taking all of the Year 10 health classes to discuss
how to build better, healthier relationships. In a world where we often see relationships breaking
down I was really encouraged with how receptive the students were to these sessions. Breakfast
Club has continued to go well this term, regularly feeding 40-50 students of a morning thanks to
ongoing support from Foodbank, Pinjarra Lions Club from the Pinjarra Community Bank, and it’s
great now having a number of student volunteers helping run Breakfast Club. 
The Athletics carnival, HASS Medieval Dress-up Day and Year 12 Ball were all a lot of fun and I have
to say this was the best Ball we’ve had for years, in terms of pretty much everyone getting up
dancing and getting on well together. My two Year 7 GRIT (Growth Resilience Integrity Traction)
groups for this semester have also been gelling well together and all of these sorts of group
events continue to encourage me that we can enjoy good community together when everyone is
respectful of others, accepting of differences and looking to build each other up!

Praying you find good community and stay safe over the holidays, and I look forward to seeing
everyone again next term!

Justin Hill
School Chaplain
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YEAR 11 ATAR GEOGRAPHY EXCURSION
AT SANDALFORD WINERY
On Tuesday, 4 August, our Year 11 ATAR Geography students travelled to Sandalford Winery in the
Swan Valley to explore the geographical processes of globalisation, production, consumption and
distribution within the wine industry.
Students were given a behind-the-scenes insight into the wine-making process, following the
journey of the product from grape picking through to processing, bottling and distribution. They
also toured the winery grounds and learned about the history of the Swan Valley and the
important role the wine industry has played in shaping the region’s landscape, economy and
identity.
Throughout the excursion, students applied their classroom learning to a real-world context by
completing fieldwork activities and producing detailed field sketches. The experience provided an
excellent opportunity for students to observe how local industries are connected to national and
global markets and how human activities can shape and transform places.
It was a valuable and engaging day of geographical learning, with students gaining a deeper
understanding of the Swan Valley and the processes involved in getting a locally produced
product from the vineyard to consumers around the world.

Pinjarra Senior High School and Coodanup College Year 12 Geography students teamed up for an
urban field trip on 7th August. The students spent the day investigating the planning behind the
Perth Metropolitan Area and concentrating on the transportation challenge in Perth. We spent
some time at Cockburn Central observing the sustainability and liveability features of that Transit
Oriented Development before heading into the CBD, West and East Perth and Kings Park. All of the
students worked well together to gather an insight into the importance of town planning for the
future. 

YEAR 12 GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP



18TH AUGUST: SHENZHEN SCHOOL
DELEGATE VISIT
Pinjarra Senior High School hosted students, parents and teachers from China who were spending
time in our region as part of their school holiday study program. The students from Shenzhen in
China joined some of our Year 9 and 10 students to engage in group innovation activities for part
of the day. We worked in the School's new Innovation Hub area to complete STEM and Cultural
tasks such as; creating a team logo based on common interests within each team, building the
best and trickiest paper aeroplanes, understanding part of our Aboriginal culture in Australia and
making each other friendship bracelets, working together to remove water from a tub with only
limited resources, and building alfoil boats that could float while holding as much weight as
possible. 

The students were shy at first, but quickly built partnerships within their teams and by recess (an
Australian Sausage Sizzle and lime cordial), they were taking photos together, laughing and
enjoying each others company. 
All too soon, the Shenzhen students had to leave. Gifts were exchanged and a final group photo
was taken. This was a great experience for all involved.  

YEAR 11 BUSINESS STUDENTS ATTEND
PEEL EMERGING LEADERS DAY
During week 9, the Year 11 Business Management and Enterprise students attended the PEEL
Emerging Leaders Day, where they participated in a number of engaging workshops designed to
develop leadership, entrepreneurial thinking, and workplace skills. Students also had the
opportunity to network with representatives from local businesses and organisations, gaining
valuable insights into career pathways and the attributes needed for success in the modern
workforce. It was a fantastic experience that encouraged students to think creatively, build
confidence, and connect their classroom learning with real-world opportunities.



ECLU

The 2026 Pinjarra Senior High School Drama Club production of Clue was a highly successful and
rewarding undertaking, showcasing the creativity, talent and dedication of our students.
Throughout the rehearsal and performance process, students demonstrated outstanding
commitment, teamwork and resilience, developing their confidence and forming meaningful
connections across year groups.
Beyond the stage, the production provided a valuable opportunity to support student wellbeing,
encourage collaboration and celebrate the diverse talents of our school community. It also
enabled Pinjarra SHS to share the creativity and achievements of our students with the wider
community.
The success of Clue highlighted the significant contribution that Drama and The Arts make to
student development, wellbeing and a positive school culture at Pinjarra Senior High School.

CANNING SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
On Saturday 29 August, Anouk Van Hinsberg proudly represented Pinjarra Senior High School at
the Canning Shakespeare Festival, held at the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre. Performing a
piece from Twelfth Night, Anouk was the youngest competitor by two years and the only public
school student to make it through to the final. Competing against 13 other entrants, she received a
commendation for her outstanding performance. Acting Lecturer from WAAPA, Dr Holland,
described Anouk’s performance as “fantastic” and commented that he had no notes for
improvement. This is high praise indeed and a wonderful recognition of Anouk’s talent, confidence
and dedication to her craft. We are incredibly proud of her achievement and the way she
represented Pinjarra Senior High School.



YOH FEST
On 31 August, we capped off a huge month of performance by heading to Mandurah Performing
Arts Centre for the first day of the Mandurah Heats for YOH Fest 2026.

With this year’s theme, “Health is Wealth”, the team decided to take the audience on a Wonka
Factory inspired adventure. There was plenty of sparkle as we took to the stage for rehearsal,
followed by a full day of makeup and hair trials, getting everyone ready for the evening
performance.

The foyer was buzzing throughout the day, with students getting the chance to meet teams from
other schools, share their experiences and make new friends. The annual Talent Quest was also a
huge hit before it was finally time for the evening performance.

In front of a packed house, many of our cast and crew took to the stage for the very first time.
Chayce, as Wonka, led the audience through a health fact filled adventure featuring fat suits,
flying Red Bull addicts and a giant blueberry orb. Yes, it was every bit as chaotic as it sounds!

At the end of the night, we walked away with three awards, which is an incredible achievement:

🏆 Outstanding Set and Props Award
🏆  Karen Lyons Excellence in YOH Fest Etiquette Award, recognising a team that supports other
performers, is friendly and respectful to festival staff, and creates a positive and healthy festival
atmosphere.
🏆 Healthway Effective Exploration of the Theme Award

The cast and crew should be incredibly proud of these achievements. The team placed 16th out of
137 entries, also earning an award for finishing in the Top 20.

What a way to finish an enormous month of performance! We are already looking forward to next
year, when a brand new Health theme will be announced and the Wonka Factory doors will close
on another unforgettable YOH Fest adventure.



Recently our students were incredibly lucky to recently welcome talented author and illustrator
Gabriel Evans - Author & Illustrator to Pinjarra Senior High School as part of Book Week.
Gabriel shared his stories, creativity and insights into what happens behind the scenes when an
idea becomes a book. Our students had the opportunity to hear about the creative process and
see how imagination, words and illustrations can come together to create something truly
special. 

Visits like this are a wonderful reminder that books are not just something we read. They can spark
ideas, inspire creativity and open the door to completely new worlds.
A huge thank you to Gabriel for sharing his time, stories and creativity with our students! 
Thanks also the Murray Library for this opportunity.

FROM THE LIBRARY

PEDAL PRIX TEAM



The Year 7 boys participated in a one-day round-robin AFL carnival in Mandurah, competing
against five other schools. With no substitutes available throughout the day, the boys showed
incredible resilience, working hard from start to finish.

They never complained, never gave up and maintained a positive attitude throughout every
game. While we didn’t finish on top, the boys competed hard, supported one another and
represented the school extremely well.

It was a fantastic day of football, and most importantly, the boys had a great time and should be
proud of their effort and attitude.

YEAR 7 BOYS AFL CARNIVAL

Our Year 8/9 girls recently had the fantastic opportunity to represent PSHS in the PFNA Dockers
football (AFL) rounds, taking on teams from other schools across the district.

While the team didn’t come away with a win, their work ethic, determination and positive attitude
were outstanding throughout the competition. The girls continued to support one another,
compete with enthusiasm and give their best effort in every game.

The competition was a great opportunity for the girls to challenge themselves, learn from each
game and grow as a team. Their positive attitude and willingness to support one another made
the day a fantastic experience. We are very proud of the way they represented PSHS both on and
off the field.

PFNA DOCKERS CUP



Our Year 10 students recently brought health and wellbeing to life at our Health Expo.

Over five weeks, students researched a health topic of their choice, designed and planned their
own stalls, and developed interactive activities and engaging presentations to share their
learning with the wider school community. The Expo provided an authentic opportunity for
students to take ownership of their learning while developing valuable teamwork, communication
and organisation skills.

Students embraced the challenge with creativity and enthusiasm, creating a vibrant and
informative event that encouraged our school community to think about positive health and
wellbeing.

We were also thrilled to welcome 14 external health and wellbeing organisations, who generously
shared their knowledge, resources and expertise with our students. Their involvement helped
make the day an engaging, meaningful and memorable experience for everyone involved.

A huge congratulations to our Year 10 students for their creativity, hard work and enthusiasm, and
a special thank you to everyone who contributed to making the Health Expo such a success.

HEALTH EXPO



What a fantastic day we had at our Athletics Carnival this term.

The weather was beautiful, spirits were high and our students gave it their all. From the track to
the field, we saw some amazing efforts, plenty of encouragement and, most importantly, fantastic
sportsmanship from our students at Pinjarra Senior High School;

It was wonderful to see students supporting one another, cheering on each other and giving new
events a go. There were some incredible performances, but the energy, enthusiasm and House
spirit on display are what really make the carnival special.

Towns  | Forest  | River  | Scarp  | Earth 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL



After losing our first three games, the boys knew something had to change. We had a chat, reset
and decided to have a bit of fun with it. A fresh mindset, some team bonding over a floating garlic
bread and, perhaps most importantly, a change of uniform! The light blue jerseys were ditched,
the dark uniforms came out and the boys were ready to turn things around.

Wednesday became Double Dubs Day, with two wins giving the boys some much-needed
confidence and momentum. They backed it up on Thursday with another two wins, turning what
had been a tough start into a 4 and 3 record. That was enough to finish third and earn a spot in
the Rose Gold (Bronze) Game.

Waiting for us was Eaton, the same team that had beaten us earlier in the week. This time, though,
the boys were ready. They played with plenty of determination and belief and showed the Pinni
spirit that had got them this far. In a great finish to the week, they held their nerve and came away
with the win.

Going from three straight losses to four consecutive wins was a fantastic turnaround. The boys
showed that when you stick together, learn from your mistakes and keep backing yourselves,
things can change pretty quickly.

There were plenty of standout performances throughout the week. Adryan grew in confidence
and found some much-needed shooting form, while Kobe, Xander and Braiden brought plenty of
full-court hustle, chasing down loose balls and making things difficult for the opposition. Huntah
took on some important defensive match-ups, while Tahj was strong on the boards and pulled
down some crucial rebounds when we needed them. Kaleb led from the front all week, showing
great leadership, setting the standard and stepping up when his team needed him. A big thank
you also to Lachlan, who came along despite his injury to support the team and share his
knowledge.

It was a privilege to coach this group. They worked hard at training, were willing to learn and were
always keen to listen and try something new. But it was not just the basketball that made the
week special. The laughs, the banter and everything that happened away from the court were just
as memorable.

COUNTRY WEEK - BOYS BASKETBALL





The final event before the Year 10 Alcoa Prospects Program Graduation this year was Speed
Careering. Students had the opportunity to meet 10 role models from diverse backgrounds, with
each bringing a wealth of experience to the speed careering conversations. The fast-paced
format gave students the chance to hear the guests’ career backstories and discover the
different pathways that led them to the resources industry. Students were encouraged to make a
strong impression by introducing themselves confidently, making eye contact, sharing their
elevator pitch and showing genuine interest in each conversation.

Students enjoyed a morning tea at the end of the event, providing a more relaxed opportunity to
chat, network and make connections. Questions ranged from what inspired Alcoans to choose
their careers and what advice they would give their 15-year-old selves, to subjects to consider at
school, work experience opportunities, rosters and how students could work towards a career in
the resources industry.

Mrs Julie Gray, Career Practitioner

ALCOA - SPEED CAREERING



YEAR 7 DEAR ME: A LETTER TO MY FUTURE SELF 
Dear Year 7 Me!

Right now, I am 12 years old and I like __________. Something I am
good at is __________ but one thing I would like to get better at is
__________. When I think about my future, I might like to be a
__________ or maybe __________. By Year 12, I hope I have
__________ and __________.

From, Year 7 Me

P.S. Remember: You cannot be what you do not know… so keep
exploring and using all the opportunities you get in school to try stuff
out! Be aspirational, you can consider anything…

What might your future look like? Our Year 7 students have started
their career learning by looking ahead and imagining the possibilities.
Students wrote a Dear Me letter to their Year 12 selves which will be
safely tucked away until their Year 12 Presentation Evening, when
students will receive them back and discover just how much they
have grown, changed and learned along the way. Their future does
not need to be decided in Year 7; it just needs to be explored!

Mrs Julie Gray, Career Practitioner

CAREER LEARNING

YEAR 9 - PATHWAY PLAN 
Your pathway plan is your chance to explore,
 What you might do, and what’s in store.
 Dream up some options, give things a try,
 Your future is waiting, why not aim high!

Check off your USI, get your résumé done,
 Use the resources on Connect… learning can be fun!
 Think about your strengths, your skills and your goals,
 There is more than one pathway to future roles!

Stuck on a question or not sure what to do?
 Mrs Gray in the Futures Office can help you through!
 With pathways, résumés and careers to explore,
 Pop in for a chat at the Futures Office door!

Mrs Julie Gray, Career Practitioner



Three groups of Year 10 students trekked, in the early morning, to North Metropolitan TAFE,
accompanied by Mrs Boardman, Mr Martin and Mrs Gray for Get Into Resources, with one group
following ATAR pathways and two exploring VET pathways.

The day began with a keynote address before students received their show bags and launched
into a packed program of hands-on workshops and an industry expo. 
Students tackled activities ranging from drones, lasers and mine technology to engine rebuilding,
Cyber Pursuit, Ore-some Creations, trucks and “Hit the Red Dirt.” The ATAR group investigated
mystery components using the colour spectrum, followed Earth layers to locate ore and even
created a website. With more than 150 different careers across the resources sector, the day
highlighted just how many pathways are available beyond the jobs students may already know
about. 

Congratulations to Year 10, Chianna McVay (Forest) and three of her friends who have won a visit
to Rio Tinto’s Operations Centre in Perth in Term Four.

A huge thank you to Get Into Resources for sponsoring half of the bus cost and to David Bolt MLA
for sponsoring the remaining half. This support gave our students the opportunity to experience
an outstanding, hands-on careers event and explore where their future may take them.

Mrs Julie Gray, Career Practitioner

GET INTO RESOURCES



Two groups of Year 10s, accompanied by Mrs Gray, headed to Optus Stadium for the 2026 CME
Inspiring Girls Careers Forum. Alcoa and South32 sponsored the tables for our PSHS students. The
annual event showcases the diverse career opportunities available to young women in the
resources industry. The forum is an opportunity for female secondary students to meet successful
women in the sector, explore career pathways and build connections with industry.
 
The students heard from inspiring role models, took part in Speed Careering and worked as a
team on a simulated mining challenge where the Alcoa table mining team won the competition
and the South 32 team found gold! Students explored the careers expo, where they had the
opportunity to chat informally with representatives from a range of resources companies. 

The students represented PSHS with excellence throughout the day and were unanimous in their
verdict… they would recommend the event to next year’s students and, given the opportunity,
would happily come back themselves!

Mrs Julie Gray, Career Practitioner

INSPIRING GIRLS FORUM - OPTUS STADIUM



National Skills Week was recognised at PSHS with a focus on this year’s theme - Life Changing.

Students are reminded that there is no single pathway to success. A new skill, experience or
connection can lead to opportunities and careers you may never have considered.

From apprenticeships and traineeships to VET courses and hands-on learning, skills can change
futures. You are encouraged to stay curious, keep learning and explore where your interests and
strengths may take you.

Same age. Different interests. Different strengths. Different futures. Sometimes one opportunity
can change everything.

·An excellent website resource for students and parents: https://myfuture.edu.au/
·Quiz in resources: https://www.jobjumpstart.gov.au/
·Take the free 7-minute Career Quiz at https://skillsroad.com.au/
·Check out this site: https://www.yourcareer.gov.au/

Mrs Julie Gray, Career Practitioner

NATIONAL SKILLS WEEK

This term, PSHS welcomed The University of Western Australia (UWA) aspire Team to the school for
a series of engaging Uni Discovery incursions. It was a great opportunity to discover what is
possible and realise that there are pathways beyond the careers students already know about
and that the subjects they enjoy today can lead to unexpected possibilities tomorrow.

Our Year 9 and 10 students took part in Uni Discovery: Careers, exploring the wide range of careers
and study pathways that can grow from university. 
Our Year 8 students got hands-on with Stratigraphy Unearthed, discovering the science of
reading the layers of the Earth and exploring how geology can connect to real-world careers and
industries. 
Our Year 7 students also had the opportunity to get involved, with students signing up through an
expression of interest to take part in Uni Discovery: Self, focusing on discovering more about
themselves, their interests and their future possibilities.

Mrs Julie Gray, Career Practitioner

UWA ASPIRE INCURSION

https://myfuture.edu.au/
https://www.jobjumpstart.gov.au/
https://skillsroad.com.au/
https://www.yourcareer.gov.au/


Year 9 & 10 Students Explore Future Pathways…

Two busloads of Year 9 & 10 students headed to the Perth SkillsWest Careers & Employment Expo,
accompanied by Mrs Gray, Ms Boardman, Ms Hall and Mr Martin, for a day of exploring future
careers and pathways.

With a huge range of exhibitors from education, training, employment and industry, students had
the opportunity to talk directly with organisations and discover pathways they may not have
previously considered. You cannot be what you do not know. Some students stepped into the Try
a Skill Zone, where they had a go at practical skills and experienced different career areas for
themselves.

Students came away with ideas, useful career resources, and, most importantly, new experiences
and possibilities to think about as they continue planning their future pathways.

Mrs Julie Gray, Career Practitioner.

PERTH SKILLS WEST CAREERS &
EMPLOYMENT EXPO
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